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gradually to accumulate a small estate in cattle,
and to transform themselves into farmers pay-
ing a fixed rent to their proprietor.

In his opinion, this transformation would
have resulted in raising the agriculture of the
most backward provinces to a footing of
equality with the richest parts of Normandy,
Picardy, and lle-de-France. " Though the
free system should produce no advantage save
that of raising the agriculture of these prov-
inces to an equality with that of the provinces
now cultivated by tenant-farmers, though the
revenue and the productions of the latter
should not be equally increased, you cannot
fail to perceive the immense advantage accru-
ing to the state from this revolution alone, the
immense increase of revenues and food-stuffs,
and in general all that agriculture everywhere
gains by freedom."

Turgot's last letter was devoted to Terray's
delusion that the consumer's interests would
be hurt by the suppression of the old-time po-
lice restrictions. Turgot here reproduced and
developed all the arguments he had already
brought forward to prove that free trade, by
increasing the total production, could not fail
to diminish the general market price for the
benefit of consumers. There is no need of
recapitulating these arguments; but a curiousble supplement to this
